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- FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the matter of:

The Commission for Hope, Growth . 4 ='.5U'E' sk
and Opportunity MUR No. 6471

AMENDED COMPLAINT
1. Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (“CREW”") and Melanie Sloan
bring this complaint before the Federal Election Commission (“FEC.or “Commission’’) seeking an
immediate investigation and enforcement action against the Commission for Hope, Growth and
Opportunity for direct and serious violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act (“FECA”).

Complainants

2. Complainant CREW is a non-profit corporation, organized under section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code. CREW is committed to protecting the right of citizens to be informed
about the activities of government officials and to ensuring the integrity of government officials.
CREW is dedicated to empowering citizens to have an influential voice in government decisions
and in the governmental decision-making process. CREW uses a combinat;on of research,
litigation, and advocacy to advance its mission.

3. In furtherance of its mission, CREW seeks to expose unethical and illegal conduct of
those involved in government. One way CREW does this is by edueating citizens regarding the
integrity of the electoral process and our system of governnient. Toward this end, CREW monitors
the campaign finance activities of those who run for federal office and publicizes those who violate
federal campaign finance laws through its website, press releases and other methods of distribution.

CREW also files complaints with the FEC when it discovers violations of thé FECA. Publicizing
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campaign finance violators and filing complaints with the FEC serves CREW’s mission of keeping
the public informed about individuals and entities that violate campaign finance laws and deterring
future violations.of campaign finance law.

4, In order to assess whe.ther an individual, candidate, political committee or other
regulated entity is complying with federal campaign finance law, CREW needs the information
contained in receipts and disbursements reports political committees must file pursuant to the
FECA, 2 US.C. § 434(a)(2); 11 C.F.R. § 104.1, and in indeperident expenditure and electioneering
communications disclosure reports that must be filed pursuant to the FECA, 2 U.S.C. § 434(c), (f);
11 C.F.R. §§ 104.20(b), 109.10(b)-(d). CREW is hindered in its programmatic activity when an
individual, candidate, political committee or other regulated entity fails to disclose campaign
finance information in reports required by the FECA.

5. CREW relies on the FEC’s proper administration of the FECA'’s reporting
requirements because the FECA-mandated disclosure reports are the only source of information
CREW can use to determine if aﬁ individual, candidate, political committee or other regulated entity
is complying with the FECA. The proper administration of the FECA's reporting requirements
includes mandating that all disclosure reports required by the FECA are propetly and timely filed
with the FEC. CREW is hindered in its programmatic activity when the FEC fails to properly
administer the FECA’s reporting requirements.

6. Complainant Melanie Sloan is the executive director of Citizens for Responsibility
and Ethics in Washington, a citizen. of the United Statés, and a registered voter and resident of the
District of Columbia. As a registered voter, Ms. Sloan is entitled to receive information contained

in disclosure reports required by the FECA, 2 U.S.C. §§ 434(a)(2), 434(c), 434(f); 11 C.F.R. §§
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104.1, 104.20(b), 109.10(b)-(d). Ms. Sloan is harmed when an individual',-'candidat.e, political
committee or other regulated entity fails to report campaign finance activity as required by the
FECA. See FEC v. Akins, 524 U.S. 11, 19 (1998), quoting Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 66-67
(1976) (political committees must disclose contributors and disbursements to help voters understand
who provides which candidates with financial support). Ms. Sloan is further harmed when the FEC
fails to properly administer the FECA's reporting requirements, limiting its ability to review
campaign finance information.

7-. The Commission on Hope, Growth and Opportunity (“CHGO”) is an unincorporated
nonprofit association organized under section 501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code and based in
Washington, D.C. CHGO’s contact information is as follows:

Commission on Hope, Growth and Opportunity

1900 M Street, N.W.

Suite 600

Washington, D.C. 20036

(202) 530-5332

8. As of April 25, 2012, CHGO was not a registered political committee.

Factual allegations
9. Between September.25 and November 2, 2010, CHGO spent $2,314,000 on air time

to broadcast television advertisements in 12 elections for seats in the House of Representatives.' All

of these advertisements were included on a disc attached to CREW’s original complaint as Exhibit

A, and are available at www.citizensforethics.org/CHGO.

' The Campaign Media Analysis Group (“CMAG”) tracks political advertisements broadcast on
local, national, and cable television. The data collected by CMAG include the date of the
advertising, the market in which it was broadcast, the content of the advertising, and the
estimated cost of the air time purchased.


http://www.citizensforethics.org/CHGO
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10. Il 10 of the elections CHGO broadcast advertisements attacking one candidate and
supporting the other one.

11.  CHGO spent $438,310 to broadcast two advertisements attacking Rep. Sohn Spratt
(D-SC) and supporting his Republican opponent, Mick Mulvaney.

12.  Specifically, CHGO spent $239,480.to broadcast one advertisement titled “Song and
Dance” between September 25 and October 3, 2010. Exhibit A, track 1. In this advertisement
CHGO stated that even though “ft’s the worst economy in decades,” Spratt, “instead of looking out
for us, approved billions in deficit spending without missing a beat.” CHGO then encouraged
voters to “pull the plug on this song and dance once and for all,” and to “join Mick Mulvaney’s fight
against the big spenders in Washington.” On s¢reen at the end of the advertisement appeared the
words “Fight back. Join Mick Mulvaney. Stop the big spenders in Congress.”

13. CHGO spent $198,830 to broadcast the second advertisement, titled “Collectible
Coin,” between October 28 and November 2, 2010. This advertisement ostensibly advertised a
collectible coin commemorating President Obama “increasing our national debt to a staggering
$13.4 trillion” and Spratt’s votes for the agenda of House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA). /d., track
2. CHGO then told voters to call Spratt “to order yours today,” and said *“‘Mick Mulvaney has a
better idea - stop the spending and get America working again,” On screen at the end of this
advertisement appeared the words “Help Mick Mulvaney. Stop the Spending. Make America Work
Again.”

14.  CHGO spent $240,690 to broadcast the “Song and Dance” advertisement against
Rep. Kathy Dahlkemper (D-PA) and in support of her opponent, Republican Mike Kelly, between

September 29 arid October S, 2010. Id., track 3.
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15.  CHGO spent $238,740 to broadcast the “Song and Dance” advertisement against
Rep. Frank Kratovil (D-MD) and in support of Republican Andy Harris between September 29 and
October 15, 2010. Id., trz;\ck 4,

16. CHGO spent $74,240 to broadcast the “Song and Dance” advertisement against Rep.
Allen Boyd (D-FL) and in support of Republican Steve Southerland between September 29 and
October 5, 2010. Id., track 5.

17. CHGO spent $131,830 to broadcast the “Collectible Coin™ advertisement against
Rep. Suzanne Kosmas (D-FL) and in support of Republican Sandy Adams between October 8 and
14, 2010.- Id., track 6.

18.  CHGO spent $101,070 to broadcast the “Collectible Coin” advertisement against
Rep. Baron Hill (D-IN) and in support 6f Republican Todd Young betwéen October 29 and
November 1,2010. Id., track 7.

19.  CHGO spent $76,230 to broadcast the “Collectible Coin” advertisement against Rep.
C.A. (Dutch) Ruppersberger (D-MD) and in support of Republican Marcelo Cardarelli between
Qctober 15 and November 1, 2010. Id., track 8. |

20.  CHGO spent $53,580 to broadcast the “Collectible Coin” advertisement against Rep.
Paul Kanjorski (D-PA) and in support of Republican Lou Barletta between October 1 and 7, 2010.
Id,, track 9.

21. CHGO also spent $263,650 to broadcast an advertisement titled “Make America
Work” against Rep. John Salazar (D-CO) and in support of his Republican opponent, Scott Tipton,
between October 1 and October 9, 2010. 1n this advertisement, CHGO first identified Salazar as a

candidate, then stated Salazar “squandered billions on a bogus stimulus bill as unemployment
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skyrocketed,” and “led the charge with Pelosi for Obamacare, further crippling rural Colorado’s
economy.” Id., track 10. CHGO then touted Tipton, saying “he believes Coloradans know best how
to create jobs and grow our economy,” and encouraging voters to “help Scott Tipton make America
work again.”

22. CHGO spent $99,160 to broadcast a similar ‘“Make America Work” advertisement
against Rep. Dan Maffei (D-NY) and in support of Republican Ann Marie Buerkle between October
25 and November 3, 2010. Id, track 11. CHGO also spent $65,860 to broadcast the “Collectible
Coin” advertisement against Maffei and in support of Buerkle between October 21 and 25, 2010.
Id., track 12.

23.  CHGO spent $74,370 to broadcast the “Collectible Coin” advertisement in support of
Rep. Walt Minnick (D-ID) between October 13 and 19,2010 that did not mention his opponent.

Id., track 13.

24,  CHGO broadcast two additional advertisements close to the election that attacked
one candidate and encouraged voters to call the candidate.

25.  CHGO spent $415,270 to broadcast an advertisement against Rep. Carol Shea-Porter
(D-NH) between October 8 and 16, 2010. In this advertisement, CHGO noted Shea-Porter’s votes
for the stimulus package and the health care bill, and added “it gets worse™ because Shea-Porter
“voted for the Pelosi House agenda 93%” of the time. /d., track 14. CHGO then encouraged voters
to call Shea-Porter and “let her know if what you believe is what she believes” while the words
“does she believe what we believe?” appeared on the screen.

26. CHGO also spent $41,100 to broadcast a second advertisement against Boyd

between October 27 and November 1, 2010. In this advertisement; CHGO asserted Boyd was one




of Pelosi’s most loyal followers, but after he “voted no on Obamacare, Queen Nancy shouted ‘off
with his head,’ and Allen quickly changed his votc to yes.” CHGO then encouraged voters to call
Boyd and urge him “to vote no again” and “repeal Obamacare.” Id., track 15.

27.  On the screen at the end of each advertisement appeared a written disclaimer: “Paid

-for by the Commission on Hope, Growth and Opportunity, a tax-exempt 501(c)(4) organization and

not a federal political committee. This message is not coordinated with. any candidate or
committee.” CHGO’s website, www hopegrowthopportunity .org, appeared at the bottom of the-
screen.

28. On October 4, 2010, after some of these advertisements had aired, the Democratic
Congressional. Campaign Committee (“DCCC”) filed a complaint with the FEC alleging CHGO
failed to file any independent expenditure or electioneering communications reports for
advertisements it broadcast as of October 1, 2010. Exhibit B to CREW'’s original complaint.

29.  CHGO filed its 2010 Form 990 tax return with the Internal Revenue Service on or
about November 14, 2011. Exhibit C (attached). CHGO reported to the IRS it spent a total of
$4,770,000 on all expenditures-in 2010.

30. CHGO also reported paying a compan)-' called Meridian Strategies, LLC $4,319,825
for “media placement,” and $275,000 for “media production,” and $105,175 for “advertising and
technology™ in 2010. CHGO further reported paying its general counsel, William Canfield, $50,000
for legal services, and its President/Executive Director, Steven Powell, $20,000 for management
services.

31.  CHGO reported to the IRS it did not spend any money on political activities on

behalf of or in opposition to candidates for public office in 2010.


http://www.hopegrowthoDDortunitv.org

IS0 B P et

Legal background

32.  An‘“independent cxpenditure” is an expenditure by a person for a communication
“expressly advocating the election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate” that is not coordinated
with a candidate or a political party: 2 U.S.C. § 431(17); 11 C.F.R. § 100.16(a).

33.  The Commission’s regulations define “expressly advocating” as any communication
that either use phrases such as “Smith for Congress” or “Bill McKay-in '94,” 11 C.F.R. § 100.22(a);
or “[w]hen taken as a whole and with limited reference to external events, such as the proximity to
the election, could only be interpreted by a reasonable person as containing advocacy of the election
or defeat of one or more clearly identified candidate(s) because - (1) The electoral portion of the
communication is unmistakable, unambijguous, and suggestive of only one meaning; and (2)
Reasonable minds could not differ as to whether it encourages actions to elect or defeat one or more
clearly identified candidate(s) or encourages some other kind of action,” 11 C.F.R. § 100.22(b).

34. A public communication is “a communication by means of any broadcast, cable or
satellite communication, newspaper, magazine, -outdoor advertising facility, mass mailing or
telephone bank to the general public, or any other form of general public political advertising.” 11
C.F.R. § 100.26.

35. A “clearly identified candidate” is one whose name, nickname, photegraph or
drawing appears, or whose identity is apparcnt through unambiguous reference. 11 C.F.R. § 100.17.

36.  The FECA requires a person (including a political committee) who makes
independent expenditures aggregating $10,000 or more on a given election in a calendar year up to
the 20th day before the date of an election to file a report describing the expenditure with the

Commission within 48 hours. 2 U.S.C. § 434(g)(2)(A). Commission regulations specify that the
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report must be filed not later than “11:59 p.m. Eastern Standard/Daylight Time on the second day
following the date on which a communication that constitutes an independent expenditure is
publicly distributed or otherwise publicly disseminated.” 11 C.F.R. § 109. 1'0(-c).

37.  The FECA further requires a person (including a political committee) who makes
independent expenditures aggregating $1,000 or more on a given election after the 20th day before
the date of an election but more than 24 hours before the-day of the election to file a report
describing the expenditure with the Commission within 24 hours. 2 U.S.C. § 434(g)(1)(A).
Commission regulations specify that the report must be filed not Iater than “11:59 p.m. Eastern
Standard/Daylight Time on the day following the date on which a communication is publicly
distributed or otherwise bublicly disseminated.” 11 C.F.R. § 109.10(d).

38.  The FECA and the Commission’s regulations define an ‘““electioneering
communication™ as any broadcast, cable, or satellite communication that: (1) refers to-a clearly
identified candidate for Federal office; (2) is publicly distributed within 60 days before a general
election for the office sought by the candidate; and (3) is targeted to the relevant electorate, in the
case of a candidate for the House of Representatives. 2 U.S.C. § 434(f)(3)(A); 11 C.F.R. §
100.29(a).

39.  The FECA requires a person who makes elcctioneering communications aggregating
$10,000 or more during a calendar year to file a statement describing the disbursement within 48

hours. 2 U.S.C. § 434(f)(1). Commission regulations specify that the report miust be filed not later

than “11:59 p.m. Eastern Standard/Daylight Tiime on the day following the disclosure date.” 11

C.F.R. § 104.20(b).
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40.  The FECA and FEC regulations define a “political committee” as “any committee,
club, association, or other group of persons which receives contributions aggregating in excess of
$1,000 during a calendar year or which makes expenditures aggregating in excess of $1,000 during a
calendar year.” 2 U.S.C. § 431(4)(A); 11 C.F.R. § 100.5(a). “Expenditures” for the purpose of this
definition only includes “funds used for communications that expressly advocate the election or
defeat of a clearly identified candidate.” Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. at 80.

41.  In addition, only organizations whose “major purpose” is the nomination or election
of federal candidates can be “political committees.” Id. at 79. The FEC conducts a fact-intensive
case-by-case analysis of an organization to determine if its major purpose is the nomination or
election of federal candidates. Federal Election Commission, Political Comrhittee Status,
Supplemental Explanation and Justification, 72 Fed. Reg. 5595, 5601 (Feb. 7, 2007) (“Supplemental
E&J"); The Real Truth About Obama, Inc. v. FEC, 796 F. Supp. 2d 736, 751 (E.D. Va. 2011). An
organization can satisfy the major purpose doctrine through sufficiently extensive spending on
federal campaign activity. See FEC v. Massachusetts Citizens for Life, Inc., 479 U.S. 238, 262
(1986); Supplemental é&J, 72 Fed. Reg. at 5601. |

42, All political committees are required to register with the FEC within 10 days of
becoming a political committee. 2 U.S.C. § 433(a); 11 C.F.R. § 102.1(d).

43.  The FECA and FEC regulations require all political committees to file periodic
reports with the FEC. 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(4); 11 C.F.R. § 104.1(a). These reports must, among other
things: (1) identify all individuals who contribute an aggregate of more than $200 in a year to the

political committee and the amount individual each contributed; (2) identify all political committees

10
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that made a contribution and the amount each committee contributed; (3) detail outstanding debts
and obligations; and (4) list all expenditures. 2 U.S.C. § 434(b); 11 C.F.R. § 104.3.

44.  The television advertisements CHGO broadcast were either independent
expenditures or electioneering communications, but none of them have been reported to the
Commission.

45, Nearly all of CHGO’s advertisements are independent expenditures because they
expressly advocated for the election or deféat of one or more clearly identified candidate. All of the
advertisements clearly identified by name and by photograph and/or video either both the
Republican and Democratic candidates or one of them. By telling voters to “fight back” and “join”
a candidate’s fight, “help” a candidate, or “pull the plug” on a candidate’s “song and dance,” the
advertisements could only be reasonably interpreted as containing advocacy of the election or defeat
of the candidates.

46.  CHGO spent more than $10,000 in each of the 11 House races in which it broadcast
advertisements expressly advocating the election or defeat of candidates.

47.  For each of the advertisements broadcast up to 20 days before the date of the
election, CHGO should have filed an independent expenditure report with the Commission within
48 hours. For each of the advertisements broadcast within 20 days of the date of the election,
CHGO should have filed an independent expenditure report with the Commission within 24 hours.

48..  Asof April 25, 2012, CHGO had not filed any independent expenditure reports

regarding the-advertisements.

11
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49.  Even if some of these advertisements were not independent expenditures, all of them
were electioneering communications because they (1) referred to a clearly identified candidate or
candidates, (2) were publicly distributed within 60 days of the election, and (3) were targeted to the
relevant €lectorates. .For the same reason, the two advertisements in which CHGO cléarly identified
one candidate and encouraged voters to call the-candidate were electioneering commurlli,cations.

50. CHGO should have filed electioneering communications reports with the
Commission for each of the advertisements within 48 hours.

51.  Asof April 25, 2012, CHGO had not filed any-electioneering communications
reports regarding the advertisements.

52, By broadcasting advertisements that were either independent expenditures or
electioneering communications and failing to report those expenditures to the FEC, CHGO 'violated
2U.8.C. §-434(g) and 11 C.F.R. § 109.10(c)-(d), and/or 2 U.S.C. § 434(f)(1) and. 11 C.F.R. §
104.20(b).

53.  The filing of the DCCC complaint put CHGO on notice that its failure to report its
independent expenditures or electioneering communications violated the FECA and relevant
regulations. By failing to report its independent expenditures or electioneering comrunications
arising from broadcasting advertisements after the DCCC filed.its complairit, CHGO’s violations
were knowing and willful and thus subject.to criminal penalties and referral to the Department of
Justice. 2 U.S.C. §§ 437g(a)(5)(C), 437g(d)(1).

Count I}
54.  Anindependent expenditute or electioneering comimunication in the form of a

communication transmitted through television must include a disclaimer. 2 U.S.C. § 441d(d)(2); 11

12
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C.F.R. § 110.11(c)(4). The communication must include the audio statement that “[the person
paying for the communication] is responsible for the content of this advertising,” conveyed by a
representative of the person paying for the communication either in an unobscured, full-screen view
of the representative or in a voiceover. 2 U.S.C. § 441d(d)(2); 11 C.F.R. § 110:11(c)(4)(i)-(ii)). Thc
communication rﬁust also include this statement in a “clearly readable manner.,” 2 U.S.C, §
441d(d)(2); 11 C.F.R. § 110.11(c)(4)(iii).

55.  All of the television advertisements paid for by -CHGO were independent
expenditures or electioneering communications, but none of them included either the audio or
written disclaimer stating CHGO is responsible for the content of the advertising. By failing to
include the disclaimer, CHGO violated 2 U.S.C. § 441d(d)(2) and 11 C.F.R. § 110.11(c)(4).

Count 1I[.

56. CHGO was a political committee in 2010, but:failed to register as one with the FEC.

57. CHGO made expenditures expressly advocating the election or defeat of candidates
aggregating in excess of $1,000 during 2010.

58.  As decmonstrated by its extensive spending on federal campaign activity, CHGO’s
major purpose in 2010 was the nomination or election of federal candidates.

59. Between September 25 and November 2, 2010, CHGO spent $2,314,000 on air time
to broadcast for television advertisements that were either independent expenditures or
electioneering communications in. 12 elections for seats in the House of Representatives. This
$2,314,000 is approximately 53 percent of the total of $4,319,825 CHGO paid to Meridian

Strategies for all media placement.

13
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60.  On information and belief, CHGO also paid for the production of the advertisements
that were either independent expenditures or electioneering communications. CHGO reported
paying Median Strategies $275,000 for “media production.” Assuming CHGO’s media production
costs were divided in the same ratio as its media placement expenses, CHGO spent approximately
$145,000 on media production costs for its advertisements related to the nomination or election of
federal candidates.

61.  Added together, CHGO’s spending on air time for its advertisements related to the
nomination or election of federal candidates ($2,314,000) and its likely media production spending
for those ads ($145,000) equals $2,459,000. CHGO reported on its tax return spending a total of
$4,770,000 on all activities in 2010, making activity related to the nomination or election of federal
candidates 51.5 percent of its total spending.

62. CHGO also paid Mr. Canfield $50,000 for legal services and Mr. Powell $20,000 for
management services. On information and belief, some of their activities were related to the
advertisements that were either independent expenditures or electioneering communications.
Accordingly, the portion of CHGO’s total expenditures spent on activities related to the nomination
or election of federal candidates is even higher than 51.5 percent.

63. CHGO may have spent more money on federal campaign activities. CHGO reported
paying Meridian Strategies $105,175 for “advertising and technology.” Some of this amount may
have been related to CHGO’s advertisements that were cither independent expenditures or
electioneering communications. In addition, CHGO may have paid to- air these or similar political

ads on local cable networks, but CMAG does not track these broadcasts.

14
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64. CHGO’s spending on federal campaign activity constituted at least half of its total
expenditures for 2010, making the nomination or election of federal candidates its major purpose.

65. CHGO:is no.t, and has never been, a registered political committee with the FEC.

66. By failing to register as a political committee, CHGO violated 2 U.S.C. § 433(a) and
11 C.F.R. § 102.1(d).

67.  As a political committee, CHGO was required to file periodic reports with the FEC
that, among other things: (1) identified all individuals who contributed an aggregate of more than
$200 in a year to CHGO and the amount individual each contributed; (2) identified all political
committees that made a contribution to CHGO. and the amount each committee conti'ibufced;. 3)
detailed CHGO’s outstanding debts and obligations; and (4) listed all of CHGO’s expenditures.

68. CHGO failed to file any-of these reports with the FEC.

69. By failing to file these reports, CHGO violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(4) and 11 C.F.R. §

104.1(a).

15
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Conclusion

WHEREFORE, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington and Melanie Sloan

request that the FEC conduct an investigation into-these allegations, declare the respondent to have

violated the FECA and applicable FEC regulations, impose sanctions appropriate to these violations
arid take such further action as may be appropriate, including feferring this tase to the Department

of Justice for criminal prosecution.

ON BEHALF OF COMPLAINANTS

Melanie Sloan

Executive Director

Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in
Washirigton

1400 Eye St., N.W., Suite 450
Washington, D.C. 20005

(202) 408-5565 (phone)

(202) 588-5020 (fax)

16



Verification
Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in. Washington and Melanie Sloan hereby verify that
the statements made in the attached Complaint are, upon information and belief, true, Swormn

pursuant to 18 U.S.C.

Melanie Sloan

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 26th day of April, 2012..

Lisa Drew
District of Columbia, Notary Pubile
My Conimission. Expiros
July 31, 2014
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EXHIBIT C
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SCANNED DEC 21 201

o 990
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benefit trust or private foundation)

Retum of Organization Exempt From Income Tax
Under section 501(c), 527, or 4847(a){1) of the Internal Revenue Code (except black lung

OMB No. 1545-0047

2010

= inspection

Wtomal Revenuo Service P> The arganization may have to use a copy of this retum to satisfy state reporting requirements.
A For the 2010 calendar year, or tex year beginning and onding
B crhecx¥  1C Name of organization D Employer Identification number
sppliceble:
dine | COMMISSION ON HOPE, GROWTH & OPPORTUNITY
Gure | DoingBushessAs THE COMMISSION 27-1920168
eam Number and street (07 P.0. box if mail 1$ not delvered to street address) lgnonVsune E Telephone number
lemi- | 1900 M STREET, NW 00 202-530-3332
el " City or town, state or country, and ZIP + 4 G Gross rcaipts § 4,801,000.
[l | WASHINGTON, DC 20036 Hiw) (s this a group retum
® | F Name and address of principal officerSTEVEN POWELL for afiiates? Clves Xno
SAME AS C ABOVE H{b) Are all atliates Included?_ves [ No

Tax-oxompt status: L_J 501(c)(3) LX] 501(c

) (insetno.) L_J 4947¢a)(1) or __J 527

If “No," attach a [ist. (see instructions)

! P g I )} { ) {a)(1) . 2
J_Webstite: p» WWW . HOP ROWTHOPPORTUNITY COM Hic) Group exsmption number >
20 f 5i M State of legal domicile: DC

K_Form of organizanon; [_J Comoraion [_J Trust X Assocation |__] Other B>
Part

L Yeir of formation;

ummary

1 Brisfly describe the organlzation's misslon or most significant actvities: THE COMMISSION BELIEVES AND

INTENDS TO INFORM THE AMERICAN PUBLIC THAT ECONOMIC EXPANSION IS

8
2 Checkthis box »> uuhummmﬂmdwmedmm“ordhpoanddmmzs%oﬂ!snet
| 3 Numberof voting membars of the goveming body (Pant Vi, iine 1a) . . L 3 0
©1 4 Number ot indepandent voting members of the goveming body Part W, ne 1b) 4 0
§| & 7ot number ot ndwiduals employed in calendar year 2010 (Part V, lino 2a) , 5 0
S | 6 Total number of volunteers (estimate if necessary) . ] 0
3| 7 Total unrelated business reverue from Part VI, column (C), lne 12 78 0.
——1__b Netunrelated business taxable incomo from Form 880-T, fine 34 L . .
Prior Year Current Year
g|8 ConibntionsendgrantsPatvillleeth) . . ... L. ’ . .
€ | 8 Program service revenue (Part VIll, line 2g) 0.
'g 10 Investment mcome (Part VI, cotumn (A), lines 3, 4, and 7d) . 0.
11 Other revenus (Part VIll, column (A), lines 5, 64, 8¢, 9c, 10c, and 11¢) 0.
12 Total revenue - add fines 8 through 11 (must equal Part VIIl, column (Q,_no 12) 4, m
13 Grants and similar amounts pald (Part IX, column (4), ines 1-3) 0.
14 Banefits pald 1o or for mambers (Part IX, column {4), ine 4) 0.
e | 15 Sataries, other compensation, employee bensfits (Part IX, coumn (A), lnes 510) 0.
% | 1ea Protessional fundraising tees (Part IX, column (A), nnone) . 0-
‘% b Total fundralsing expenses (Part IX, column (D), Ene. . IS T
17 Other expenses (Part IX, cotumn (A), lines 11a-{1d, mElECW i T, 770 000.
18 Total expenses. Add lines 13-17 (must equal Prt IX-cotamn(A), U6 25) 8 4, 7;]2 ggg
19 memm.&lbmlm18m 12 [y 0 'm.u Al . ] hd
Eg N=| HEV-2-§—20n %) Baginning of Current Year End of Yesr
85|20 Totaassets PartX,Bne16) .. ... ... x| 51,000.
5"’; 21 Totallabllives (Part X, Ene 26) ... ... A - QQE_ES_\}. H‘,?_',__,ij_ 20, 000.
25| 22 Net assets of fund balances. Subtract hne 21 oM N0 20 . .. .. ) 31,000,
[Part - Signature Block

Under penaities of perjury, I dectare that | have examined this retum, including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of my knowledge and bebef, ¢
true, correct, and cqmplate. Declaggtion of mam {other than oﬂjperLLmd on all information of which preparer has any Imovlladge

Sign ' &miureo;o;;ur
Hore SAJM;. 5, Coask é_@g et Qms&d‘ Wty
ype of prinl name an

Pﬂmll’m preparer's name Gad PIIN
Pald JAMES D. WARRING, CPA W ”I”/’l" :ummn
Preparer | Fom's name WARRING & COMPANY C, AS Rr's EIN g
UseOnly |Fimm's addressy, 16528 EMORY LN, SUITE 300

ROCKVILLE, MD 20853-1228 phoneno. 301-260-0809

May the IRS discuss this retumn with tho preparer shown above? (seo instructions) ..,

XJves [ INo

LHA For Pesporwork Reduction Act Notice, see the

mlm;u;. ‘ Form 890 2010)
SEE SCHEDULE O FOR ORGANIZATION MISSION STATEMENT CONTINUATION Y?
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Chack if Schedule O contains a rasponse fo any questioninthisPart W _ .. ... .. ... ... ... . .. o . .. .. oo oo ml
1 Bnefly describe the organtzation’s mission:

THE COMMISSION WILL SHARE ITS RESEARCH AND FINDINGS WITH PUBLIC POLICY

FORMULATORS AND WILL ENCOURAGE ITS §UPPORTERS TO COMMUNICATE THEIR
_VIEW§ ON THE 15SUES OF EOﬁgﬁﬁUENCE TO THE COMMISSION DIRECTLY WITH
OLICY MAKERS A s LEVELS OF GO : . THE COMMISSION WILL SEBK
2 Did the organization undertake any significant program services during the year which were not listed on
the prior Fom 980 or 990627 _ . e . e e e Dves XINe
I *Yes,* desmbohmmwundeesonweduloo
3  Dx the organizaton cease conducting, or make significant changes in how it conducts, any program services? , .. . [:)Yu mNo

If *Yes,® describe these changes on Schedule O.
4  Descnbe the exempt purpose achlevements for each of the organization’s three largest program services by expenses.
Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations and section 4847(a)1) trusts are required to report the amount of grants and

allocations to othe’s, the total expenses, and revenus, if nn*, for.each.program sorvice reported.
4. (Codo: .) (Expansos'$  including grants of $ U. )(Revenue $ 0.)
N/A '
4» (}(;:/:d; } (Expenses $ U« inctuding grants of $ V. )Muos_ 0
4c (!?;dl\.: ) Expenses $ T, Including grants of $ O+ )Revenue $ 0. )

4d  Other program sarvices. (Descride in Schedule O.)

- (Exponses§ . Including grants of § ) (Revenus $ )
de_ Total progrem service expenses >

230 Form 980 (2010)
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Form 990 {2010 COMMISSION ON HOPE, GROWTH & OPPORTUNITY 27-1920168 Paged
[Part IV [ChackTt oT Foquired Schedules ;

1

2
3

10

"

128
b
13
14a
b
15
10
”

18

L

operto ong or-mero hosphtals must attach audited finnncial statemants (se8 Instructions)

is the organization described in section 501(c)(3) or 4947(a)(1) (other than a private foundation)?
if *Yes," complete Schedul A, . e .
is the organtzation required to complete dedulaB Sdleduloofcommanon? e
Did the organization engagse in dvect orlndlnctpoﬂuulmwgnuﬂvmsmwoforhoppodtbntocandldmsfnr
public office? If *Yes,* compiete Scheduie C, Part | .
Section 801[cK3) organizations. Did the organkzation engagohlobng uctMﬂes. or haveasadlon 501(h)decﬁmhoﬂod
during the tax year? If °Yes," complete Schedule C, Parttt
Is the organization a section 501(c)4), 501(c)(5), or 501(c)(6) ommluhonm rwuvesmmbemhlp dues, nussmoms or
similar amounts as defined in Ravenue Procedure 88-197 /f *Yes, ' complate Schedule C, Part il _
Did the organization maintaln any donor advised funds or any similar funds or gccounts where dunou havotho nw to
provide acvice on the distribution or Investment of amounts in such funds or accounts? ¥ *Yes, * complete Schedule D, Pest |
Did the organization recsive or hold a consarvation easemsnt, including easements to preserve open space,
the environment, historic land areas, or historic structures? ¥ *Yes,® complete Schedule O, Part il ..
Dldﬁwagmlznﬂonmamnconocﬂonsolwonoolmhmuwvuwm.wmwmhrmvll‘m camplem
Schedule D, Partlll | .
Dldmuumlmﬂonmponanamwnthmxlhem servouawstodlanfnramounhnotllnodlnmx.orpvwdo
credit counseilng, dsbt managemsnt, crednt repalr, or debt negotiation services?  *Yes, * complate Schedule D, Part IV
Did the organization, directly or through a related crganization, hold assets In term, parmanent, or quaskendowments?
If *Yes,* compiete Schedule D, Part V
Ifmoomanm«umwtoanyofhelullawlng quosﬂmla'Vu mmcomplate SdleduloD Pans\n Vll VIII |x. ux
as applicable.
Did the organizabori report an amount for land, bulldings, and equipment in Part X, line 107 # *Yes, " complete Schedule D,
Pat v .
Dldtheomanlmﬂmmponanunwmfwlmmm othefsmnlashmx.lhwwmatlss% ormoﬂtslotal
assats reported in Part X, Ine 167 / "Yes,* complate Schedule D, Part Vil |
Did the organization report an amount for investments - mmmwlnpm&mlamthmumdksw
assets reported In Part X, line 167 /¥ "Yes, ° complete Schedule D, Partvill -
Did the organization report an amount for other assets tn Part X, line 15 that Is 5% mmnoﬂutohlasutsmpomdh
Part X, line 167 ¥ "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part IX
Oud the organization report an amount for other liabllities In me.llno 251n‘m eompleto SchodubD me __________
Did the organization's separate or consolidated financial statements for the tax year include a footnote that addresses
the organtzation’s tablity for uncertain tax positions under FIN 48 (ASC 740)? If “Yes,® complete Schedule D, Part X =
Did the organization obtaln separate, Independent audrted financlal statements for the tax year? /f *Yes, * complete
Schedule D, Parts XI, Xii, and Xl . vt e e e
Was the organization Inchuded In comouda!od mdopendem audltod ﬁnanunl summentn lwhhxyoaﬂ

if *Yes," and if the arganization answered “No*® fo line 12a, then completing Schedule D, Parts XI, Xil, and XJll is optional || | | 12b

Is the organtzation a school described in sachon 170()(1)(A)1)? # *Yes, * complete Schedule £

Did the organization malntain an office, employees, or agents outside of the United States? = ..

Did the organization have aggregate revenuss or expenses of more than $10,000 from grantmaking, lundrulslng. bwlness.
and program service activities outside the United States? ¥/ 'Yes,® complete Schedule F, Parts tand vV . . .
DumoorganhnﬁonnpononPanIX.eolumnW.llmS.momMSSMoim:orasslstmeotomymwubn

or entity located outside the United States? /f *Yes," complete Schedule F, Parts lland IV . . .
Dud the organkzation report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, mare than $5,000 of aggregate gmnts orasslstaru to lm!Mduals
located outside the United States? ¥ “Yes, ° complete Schedule F, Parts liland IV |

DldhomankaﬂmuponalawofmmS1500001mforpm1mbna!lundmlﬂnguwlcasonhﬂlx.
column (A), (ines 8 and 11e? I "Yes,* complete Schedule G, Part ]

Dldﬂnomuﬂuﬂonmponmm815mtowolmmm!smgevmtgmslrmandconhbuhmonl’an\nn Ilms
1c and 8a? if "Yes,® compiete Schedule G, Partll . . . .

Did the organization report more than $15,000 of gross income humgnmhoactMﬁuonPnnVlIl llnasaﬂl'YGS»
complate Schedule G, Part lil

Dnhowmwmopemm;rmhospmvn'vas. canphteSchedubH L.
ll'Yu'toIIrnZOu.dldmoomnIuﬁmmmhwdﬂdﬁmcalstatemtstohsmtum?ﬂou.&mFonnswﬁlmm

Yes

X

b pe |pa % x|

1Ma}.

11e

11b

11d

1le

hhi]

12a
| =

16

w

18

19

M[oe  [5e » [ [ [ o [>¢ [ sefse e [»¢ |«
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Page 4

21
2

7

0ud ths organization report more than $5,000 of grants and gther assistance to govemments and organizations in the
United States on Part IX, column (A), ine 17 I *Yes,® complate Schedule |, Parts land Il -
Dldthomanlzaﬂonnmnmonthnnsswodgmmanddhavasmeololndmmaulnmmm&m“um Ix,
column (A), line 27 ¥ *Yes,* complete Schedule |, Parts lendlll | .
Did the organization answer “Yas® to Part Vil, Section A, ine 3, 4, orSMwnwuﬂonoIMeomanlzmbnamm
and former officers, directors, trustees, key mlwm,mlﬂmmmm«mployees? If *Yes, " complate
Scheduled |, . . .
Did the omanlmﬂon have a taquempt bond |ssue wnh an ouutandlng pnndnal amwm o! mou than swo ooo nsollho
last day of the year, that was issued after December 31, 20027 /f *Yes, * answer fines 24b through 24d and complete
Schedula K If ‘No®, gotolne25 _, . .
Did the organization hvasta:wpmcoodsoﬂnxoxomptbondabeyond atarmomyperlodemptm? -
Did the organization maintain an escrow account other than a refunding escrow at any time dunngtheywlodehm
any tax-exempt bonds? .
0Oud the organization act as an "on bemn of' lssuer lov bonds ouulnndmgntanyumo durlng tho yean ______
Section 501(c){3) and S01(c)4) organtzations. Did the organzation engage tn an excess benefit transaction with a
disqualified person during the year? If “Yes,” complate Schedule L, Part!
Ismeugmhaﬂonammnengagedlnanoxeusmmmcumwadlsqualtﬂadpemmhapﬂorysar and
mmamwbnhasmtboanreportodonanyolmoomanlzaﬂonopnorhmcsoamm”'ws. complete
Schedule L, Part! ..
Was a loan to or by a current or 1ormor ofﬂeer. dlrector.tmslao lwyemployee. hw\ly eompensated amplam crdlsquallﬂed
person outstanding s of the end of the organization's tax year? ¥ *Yes,* complete Schedus L Parttl = = .
Did the organization provide a grant or other assistance to an officer, directar, trustee, key employee, substantial
contributor, or a grant selection committee member, or to a person related to such an Individual? If *Yes,* complete
Schedule L, Part ill . e
Wusheomlmumaplnytoabuahossw\uctlonwnhmouhﬂdmmgmu(msmeduloLPmN
instructions for applicable filing threshokds, conditions, and exceptions):
A cumrent or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? if *Yes,* complete Schedule L, Part iV |
A family member of a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? If *Yes,* complete SchedulaL.ParHV .
An entity of which a current or former officer, director, trustes, ork-yemployu(orahmﬂymambermemowuanofﬂear,
director, trustee, or direct or indirect owner? If *Yes,* complete Schedule L, PartiV, . e e
Did the organization recelve mare than $25,000 in non-cash contributions? ¥ *Yes,® compbteSchadubM veere e e
Did the arganization receive contributions of art, histoncal treasures, or other similar assets, or qualfied eonsewahon
contribubong? ¥ *Yes, " complete Schedule M ..
Did the organtzation iquidate, terminate, ordlssowa andeeasaopamﬂons?

If *Yes,* complefe Schedule N, Part | R
Did the organization sell, exchangs, disposae of, ortmmfermmmn25% ofltsnm m‘m 'Yes comDhle
Schedule N, Part 1 v
Did the arganizaton own 100% of an eﬂmy dlsmga:ded as sapams from tho otganhtbn under Regulatsom
sections 301.7701-2 and 301.7701-37 / *Yes, " complete Schedule R, Part |
Was the organization related to any tax-exempt or taxable entity?

¥ *Yas," complete Schedule R, Purts Il, lll, IV, and V, line 1
hanvmomanuﬂonacommllodemltywmmmonwungofucﬂonﬁz(b)(ﬂ)? - e e e
Dndlhomnhﬁonmehawmnﬂhmwmphwmdbnmnmmmwmmh of
section 512[bJ(13)7 ¥ “Yes,” complete Schedule R, PartV,tne2 . . . . .. ... .. .. [ ves (XD o
Section 501(c)J) organizations. Dud the organization make any transfers to an exsmpt noncharlubla related organtzation?

If “Yes,* complete Schedule R, PartV, bne2 - e e
Ok the organtzation conduct more than 5% ofltsadlvltmhroughanonﬂty!hltbmtlmhtodommmn -
and that is treated as a partnership for federal income tax purposes? f *Yes,® complete Schedule R, PartVT .
DcdlhemnmﬁonwnpbteS&odubOlndpmvkloethdedubO(ormw Ilnasﬂand‘ls? '

Note. All Form 990 filers are required to' eoglote Scheduls O . o PP

Yes ! No

B R

»

>

o lﬂ

" ln';_,_

L
-

o el I L O [ xlx'a_eps.

032004
12-21-10
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ding Other IRS Filings and

ChodtllSdteduleOeomalmamponsotoanyquuﬂon inthisPaty . x
. Yes | No
1a Enter the number reported in Box 3 of Form 1098. Enter O-Hnotapplicable . . ... ... .| 1a 2'.- .
b Enter the number of Forms W-2G Included in Une 1a. Enter -0- if not applicable . . 1b 0
¢ Dud the organization comply with backup withholding nneslwnponabbpaynmtovmdmmd reportable gaming
(gambing) winnings to prize winners? .. .. ... - 1c
2a Enter the number of employees reparted on Farm W-3, 'I’rammﬂtal of Wuge and Tax Stxtemems |
filad for the calendar year ending with or within the year covered by this retum ___ 2a o -]-.
b [ atleast one is reported on line 2a, did the organization file all required faderal omploymem tax retums? F ]
Note. If the sum of ines 1a and 2a s greater than 250, you may be required to 8-fi8. (sea instructions) " .
3a Did the organization have unrelated business gross Income of $1,000 or more during the year? 3 X
b I *Yes,® has ¢ filed a Form 990-T for this year? If "No,* provide an explanation in Schedule O 3b
4a Atany ttme during the calendar year, did the organzation have an interest in, or a signature or other authomy over.
financlal acoount in a foreign country (such as a bank accourt, securities account, or other financlal account)? _ .. ... 4. |1X
b I *Yes," enter the name of the foreign country: > ..
See Instructions for filing requirements for Form TD F'90-22.1, Report of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts. T
§a Was the organtzation a party 1o a prohibited tax shelter transaction at any time during the tax year? Sa X
b DldanyhnbhpanynotdyﬂnorganlzaﬂonMllwuorlsapaﬂytoapmﬂbnedmahsnermactbn? K- X
© I *Yes,* toflne 5a or Sb, did the organization file Form 8886-T7 . . | Se
B6a Does the organkzation have annual gross mcelptsthntmnomn!ly qrutarthm 8100 000 and dld m omnnlutlon aohcl!
any contributions that were nat tax deductible? v .. leal X
b [f “Yes," did the organization tinclude with every saticitation an oxpms staternom mat such cormlhulbm or gms
were not tax deductibis? . . ... &b
7 Organlzstions that may recelve doducuble eonlrlbuﬂm undu' udlon 17qc). .
@ Did the organzation recelve a paymant In excess of $75 made partly as a contribution and pastly for goods and services provided to the payor? | 7e X
b ¥ *Yes," did the organtzation notify the donor of the value of the goods or services provided? | | | (]
¢ Dui the organization sell, exchange, or otherwise dispose oftangmlepemnalpmpenyforwhldm was mqum
to file Form 82827 . e e T X
d u'vas-muomanmnwaromazaznudmtmyw e i e |7dJ i B
e D the orpanization recelve any funds, directly or indirectly, to pay pmm!ums on a personal bonoﬂl contract? . L7e
{ Did the organization, during the year, pay premiums, directly or indirectly, on a parsonal benefit contract? . Tt
g If the organization received a contribution of qualified intellectual property, dummmmﬁhmussummm? | 79
h I the organization recoived a contribution of cars, boats, alrplanes, or other vehicles, did the organtzation file a Form 1038C? | Th
8 Sponsoring organizations malntatning donor advised funds and section 508{a)(3) sopporting organizations. Did the supporting I
organizatian, or a donor advised fund maintained by a sponsoring organtzation, have excess business holdings at any time dunng the year? 8
9 Sponsoring organizations maintalning donor advised funda. -
a Did the organization make any taxable distributions under section4868? = = . . . (]
b Did the organizatron make a distribution to a donor, donor advisor, or related parson? e o 8b
10 Secton 501(c){7) organizations. Enter: .
8 Initiation fees and capital contributions included on PartVill,ine 12 | . _ | L. 108 -
b Gross receipts, Inctuded on Form 890, Part Viil, ine 12, lovptbllcusoofchbhdnﬂes P b [ ]
11 Section 501{c)(12) organizations. Enter:
8 Gross Income from members or shareholders s | 1la
b Gross incoma from other sources (Do not net umuntsduaorpald tooﬂmsoumasagalnst
amounts due or receved from tham.) 11b |-
128 Section 4947(a){ 1) non-exempt charitable wm. Is the orgamuﬂon ﬁlhg Fotm 990 In lleu o' Form 10417 | 120
b I "Yes,” enter the amount of tax-exempt interest receved of accrued during theyear . . . 12> g 4
13 Section 501(c)29) qualified nonprofit health insurance lssuers. -
a I8 the organzation hcensed 10 issue qualified health plans (n more than one state? | 132
NolmSuhlmuc!brmforaddRmallnforma‘llmlhoorganma\mmmpondeMubO :
b Enter the amount of reserves the organization is required to maintain by the ststes in which the :
organization s licensed to issue qualified heatthplans - . . .. .. . ... ........ |13 RN
¢ Enter theo amount of reserves onhand  _ . . . L13 PR B
148 Dldmeorwnhﬁonmemnnypaymmforlndoorumhgmdunmmomyuﬂ O L] X
\f "Yag,” has it filod a Form 720 to report: 2 *No,* provide an ation in Schedule O 14
Form 890 (2010)




OO OO P P

Form 890 {2010 COMMISSION ON HOPE, GROWTH & OPPORTUNITY. 27-1920168 Page
2 Management, and Disclosure For each *Yas® respanse to linas 2 through 70 balow, and for @ "No® respanse

to fne.8a, 8b, &lmmw,dasaMMewmsfnnm.pm or changes in Schedule O. See hstructions.
Chack it.Schodulo O contalns @ rasponse o any quastion In this Part Vi .

PYTP AP N PT T idd aene

Section A. Goveming Body and Management _ .

organization’s ma!m address? If “Yas, * provide the nemes and addresses in Schedule O T

exempt status with respect to such arangements? . . . | 16b

Yes

18 Enter the number of voting members of the goveming body attheend of the taxyaar . ... | ta 8]

b Enter the number of voting members Inciuded in line 1a, above, who are Independent 1b :

2 Did any officer, director, trustee, or key employee have a family relationship or a businass rvlatlonshlpwm\anyotmr i
officer, director, trustes, or key employee? ... ... .. 2 |

3 Did the organization delegate control over management dutlu watomanty porfonmd by or undor tho dlnd supervnlm
of officars, directors or trustees, or key empioyess to a management company or other person? |

4 Dmhoommntlommksmyslnnlﬁcantchungutoluwmmmmdmhpwmmssowﬁbd? e e

3
4
5 Did the organization become aware during the year of a significant diversion of the organization's assets? . . . ... .. 5
68 Does the organtzation have members or stockholders? ]

Ta Doasmoommmbnhwembers.stodeloldm,ovothorpem'ommmayeladomormmembenolm
poveming body? e e e e e SO I (X §

b Are any dacisions of the gwamlng body subject to lpprwal by members, moekholdem, or o‘lhov povsons? e e ™

*IN NI?‘INI% »

8 Did the organization contemporanecusly document the meetings held or wittten acbons undertaken dunng the year

by the foliowing:
8 Thegovemingbody? ... ., ..  .....

b Mmmmmmmwmmbmwdmagwmuw - T : 1.8

© s there any officer, director, trustee, or key employee histed in Part VI, SOdwnA.vmoeannotbomamedea

> =

Section B. Policies (This Section 8 requests information about policies not required by the intemal mvuwe Gode.)

Yos

103 Does the organtzation have loca) chapters, branches, or afftiiates? , | _ | .. |10a

xl‘,z

b 1 *Yes,” does the organization have wiitten poiicies and procedures gavemlng m lchvmes ol aum ehnptm, a«llnhs
and branches 1o ensure therr operations are consistent with those of the organzation? ()

>4

11a Has the organization provided acopyoﬂthummOtoanmmmmgwmlngbodybcfore ﬁlmgtholo:m'l ) 11a

b Descnbe in Schedule O the process, if any, used by ths organtzation to review this Form 880. -
12a Does tha organization have a wiitten confiict of interest policy? if °No,"gotofne 13 = v v | 120

b Are officers, directors or trustees, and key employees required o disciose annually interests that eould glve dso
toconfllets? . ... ... i

c Doaslhoommuﬂonmgﬂulyandmlshnﬂynmnhnrmdmfcmeomplhncemmopollmrm ducnbe
in Schedule O how this is done U VOV B )

13 MMWmtu&bnhwuwmmwhbﬂeblwwmheﬂ A e e e e e e 0

1. Douthoomlnhnbnhavouwdttmdoeummmmﬂmanddubuctbnpolbﬁ s .. 14

>4 %I

L] mdmpm(wdmnnhhgwnmaﬂmdMoldbunngpomlmhmonwvlnwnndwpmalbyhdependm -
persons, comparabilty data, and contamporanecus substantiation of the defiberation and decislon? -
L momnm'on's CEO, Executive Director, or top managemiant official VYRR I |- |

b Other officers or kay employess of the organlzation . RO & |- ')

It *Yes"® to line 158 or 15b, describe the process In Scmduloo (Stnlnswdm) A I
16a 0Oid the organization invest in, contribute assets to, or participate in a joint venture or similar arrangement with a N O
taxabla entity during the year? = . . { 16a

: x"x

b Hf *Yes,* huﬂmocgmmﬂmndoptedavmﬂmpolleyorpmeedumuqmnngmougnnmbmownumteltspamdpaﬂm -
in joint venture amangements under applicable fedaral tax law, w:mmmumummmms

Section C. Disclosure

17  Listthe states with which a copy of this Form 990 is requlred to ba filed P NONE

18 Section 8104 requires an organization to make its Forms 1023 (or 1024 If appiicable), 990, and 890-T (501(c){3)s only) avallable for
pubtic Inspaction. Indicate how you maks these available. Check all that apply.
Owmwebsite [ Anctherswebsite  [XJ Upon request
19 Describe in Schadute O whether (and if 8o, how), the organization makas its goveming documents, conflict of Interest policy, and financial
statements avalable to the public.

20 State the name, physical address, and telophone number of the person who possesses the books and recerds of the organzation: B>
STEVEN POWELL - 202-530-3332

T3500 M _STREET, WASHINGTON, DC 200386

Farm 990 (2010)
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COMMISSION ON
ompensation-of Officers, Directors, Trustees, |

Employees, and Independent Contractors

Chack i Schedule O contams a response to any question in this Part VIl

Section A, Offi Dir

and Ml it Com
1a Complete this table for all persons required to be listed. Report compensation for the calendar yéar ending with ar within the organtzation's tax year.
® List all of the organkation’s currant officers, dinéctors; trustees (whethsi Individisals or organlzitions),

Enter -0- in columns-(U), (E), and (F) if no compensation.was pald.
© List all of the organmation’s current key employesa, if any. See Instuttions for dafinition of “kéy émployee.!’
® List the organtzatian's five carrent highest compensated employees (other than an officer, directas, trustee, or key employes) who recelved reportabla

compensation (Bax 5 of Form W-2 and/or Box 7 of Form 1039-MISC) of more than $100,000 from the organtzation and any related organizations,
® List all of the organization’s former officers, key employees, and highest compensated employees who recelved more than $100,000 of

reportable compensation from the organization and any related organtzations.
© List all of the organtzation’s former directors or trustees that recelved, in the capacity as a former director or trustee of the organtzation,
mare than $10,000 of reportabie compensation from the organzzation and any related organizations.

List persons In the following order: indvidual trustees or directors; Institutional trustees; officers; key employees; highest compensated employees;

persons.

rogardiess of amount of compensation,

and former such
Q Chock this box # nsither the organization'nar any-ralated organization compansatod any current officer, director, ortustos. .
Aa) ' 8) © ©) (1] L]
Name and Title Average Position Repartable Reportablo Egtimated
hours per | (check all that apply) compensation compensation amount of
week = trom from related other
(descrie | § the organizations | compansaton
" hoursfor | & organization (W-2/1093-MISC) from the
related | & E (W-2/1099-MISC) organkzation
rgantzations| § | and related
inScheduo | ¥ | § B organizations
o) Je]s &
STEVEN POWBLL j
PRESIDENT / EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 5.00 X 20,000. 0. 0.
WILLIAM CANPIELD
GENERAL COUNSEL 2.00 X 50,000. 0. 0.

432007 12-21-10

Fom 990 2010)
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(continued)

©) € )
Name and title Average Posltion
hours per | (chock sl tatapph) | compomaten | ooy | Ertmated
woek ; from from related other
(describe g the organizations compensation
hours for |5 organization (W-2/1099-MISC) from the
related ﬂ ! - (W-2/1098-MISC) organizaton
proanizntions) o g g 5, and related
o |3|1|8]5 EE crgenizatona
® st . . . . ... . P 70,000, —__ 0, 0.
¢ Total from continustion sheets to Part Vi, SectionA .. .. . . D 0. —__ 0. 0.
d_Yotal (addiines tbendte) . . .. . ; > 70,000, 0. 0.
2 Tohlnumberoflndwlduals(Indudmwnotnndudtomosolmdabwo)mmmthanﬂwooommpombb
compensation from the organization P> 0
Yes | No
3 D the oiganization fist any former officer, director or trustee, key employee, or highest compensated employee on "
ling 1a7 ¥ "Yas," complete Schedule J for such individual i ] X
4 Foranylrdlvldullnstcdonllm1a.bﬂwsumofmpombbmmmwwnrconwmmm«wm
and related organkzations greater than $150,0007 If "Yes, * complete Schedule J for such indhidval | . 4 X
S Dldnnypumlbtedmllm1-mcalvoorwuuempumﬁonhmanyumhtodomanluhonorlndeualfuwvlees h
rendared to the organization? ¥. *Yos, * camplate Schedule J for suchperson . .. ... . P 5 X

Section B. Indopondent Contrectors

1 Complete s table for your five highest eompanuted Indapendent contractors that receved more than $100,000 of compensation from

the ogonezation.
A) (8) ©)
Namsg and business sddress Oascription of services lon
MERIDIAN STRATEGIES, LLC ‘ 400 7TH STREET '
NW, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20004 MEDIA PLACEMENT 4,319,825,
MERIDIAN STRATEGIES, LLC, 400 7TH STREET R )
NW, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20004 IA PRODUCTION 275,000,
MERIDIAN STRATEGIES, LLC, : 7TH STREET, TISING &
NW, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20004 TECHNOLOGY 105,175.
2 Yotal number of independent cantractors (including but not limited to thosa listed above) who received more than
$100,000 In compansation from the organization P> 3 D L -
Form 990 (2010)

032000 12-21-10




Form 990-(2010)°

COMMISSION ON HOPE:; GROWTH & OPPORTUNITY

27-1920168

Page ®

art vl atement of Rovonuo

W
Total revenue

8}
Related or
axempt function
revenue

©
Urvelated
business
revenue

thgr)mo

tax under
sactions 512,
513, or 514

nts |
ts

gra
ar amoun

r ol

I Contributl
and other

Progam Seorvice
avenue

Fedoratedcampalgns . . . .. |1e

-h

Membershipdues .. .. ... . [1b

Fundrisingeverts .. ... . [te

Related organtzations .. . 1d|

- 0 an oo

Govemment grants (eoanmbna) 10
Al other contributions, glits, grants, and :
similar amounts not included above |11

d n Enes 191+ §

|__h_Total Add ines Ta-1t

Business Codb]

4801000.

1 Al other program service revenus ,

g _Total. Addlnes2a2f . .

other amnilar amounts) __

3  Investment income (Including deondl. Intemst. und

4  Income from investment or tax-exempt bond proooeds

6a GrossRents == .

b Loss: rentalexpenses . ,

¢ Rertal Income or (oss) . ..

d Net rental incoms or (loss) e e e e . .

7 @ Gross amount from sales of

assets other than inventory

b Less: cost or other basis
and sales expenses

¢ Galn or (oss)

d Net gain or (loss) o

8a Gmalm:omohoml'undm!slng wenls (not
Includng $ of
contributions reported on line 1¢). See
PatiV,inet8 . = . . .., . . @

b Lnss.dmclew\us b

[} Ne:lmameor(bss)fmmmmmngwom

9 a Gross Income from gaming activities. See
Pantiv,ine 19 | . L]

b Laess: direct expensas  __ b

[ Netlneomcr(lcu)fmngsmhgactlvnws e mme e

10 a Gross sales of inventory, less retums
and allowances e e .. . B

b Lmeostofoocduwld b

c Nolhcomorwrromsalasoﬂnvamoy L

Miscallansous Revénue

11a

Business Codo|

d Alotherreverus , ... ...

e Total. Add [nes 11a-11d | o
12  Totl revenne, Sea instructions.

\A4

.+

—0

Form 890 (2010)
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Form 590 (2010
an ix

COMMISSION ON HOPE, GROWTH & OPPORTUNITY

27-1920168 pFage10

aterment of Functlonal Expenses

Section 501(c)(3) end 501(c)(4) organizations must complete all columns.

All other organizations must compilete column (A) but ere not required to complete columns (B), (C). and (D):
W

Do not include amounts reported on lines 6b,
7o, 8b, Bb, and 10b of Part VIII.

Total expenses

ngra'rs, sarvico
axponses

Managmumm and
ganaml oxpensos

1

10
"

a e ao0ouTn

12
Lk
14
13
10
7
18

19

21

8u-on.nvn

Grants and other assistance to govemnmants and
organtzations Inthe U.S. See Part IV, Ine 21
Grants and other assistance to individuals in
the U.S. See Part IV, fine 22

Grants and other assistance to govomments.
organzations, and individuals outside the U.S.
Seo Past IV, ines 15 and 16 | ..
Benefits paidto or formembers . . . .
Compensation of current officers, directors,
tustees, and key employees .-
Compensation not Included above, to dlsqualmad
persons (as defined under section 4858(f)( 1)) and
persons described in section 4358(c){3)(B)

Other salartes and wages . ...

Penslon plan contributons {include mﬁun 401(k)
and section 403(b) employer contributions) . |
Other employee benafits |

Profsssional Iundralslng ka:s& Sao Pm N Imc 17
Investment management fees |

Othar . .. [T
Advertising and promot!on

Office expenses, e n

Information teehnology

Rovalies . ... .. .e....
Travel

Payments of truvd or entmahmem oxpenus
for any federal, state, or local public officlals
Conferences, conventions, and meetings _
Interost

Depraciation, deplation, and nmortlzmon
Insurance

Other expenses. |mmhe amnses nut ctwmd
ahove. (List miscelainaous expanses in Ing 24L. if ine
241 amount exceeds 10% of fine 25, column (A)
amount, st line 24! expenses on Schedule 0. )

MEDIA PLACEMENT

VI I

L L P

20,000,

20,000.

30,000,

50.000-_

35,000,

20,000,

20,000,

—T Iy

MEDTA PRODUCTION

LY PERE

275,000,

275,000,

WEBSITE MAINTENANCE

25,000,

25,000,

ECONOMIC RESEARCH

2,000.

510300

COPYRIGHT FRES

175,

175.

All other expenses

Total fuactional expenses. Add fines 1 through 241

4,770,000,

4,770,000,

Joint costs. Checkhera p» [_| it tolloweng SOP

98-2 (ASC 958-720). Complets this ling only d the
organation reported in cofumn (B) joint-cosls from a
w{nhgll:;l educational campalnn an lundmlslnn
sohci L.

032010 12-24-10
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Form 980 (2010 COMMISSION ON HOPE, GROWTH & OPPORTUNITY
[FartX: | %‘anw Sheet .

(A)
Begmning of year

)]
End of year

Assets

N e ON =

QOaw

-h

1
12
13
“
15

16

Cash - nondnterest:! beallng .o
Savings and temporary cash mvestments
Pledges and grants receivable, net .
Accounts receivable, net

- Racelvablas from current anc's' former ofﬂws dlmcton trul‘tees. kay

employess, and ughast compensated empioyees. Complete Part Il

of Schedule L

Recalvablas from other dlsquallﬁed pusons {as deﬂnad under uctlon
4958(f)(1)), persons described In section 4858(c){3)(B), and contributing
employers end sponsoring organizations of section 501(c)(9) voluntary
employees' baneficlary organuzations (see instructions) | |

Notes and loans receivable, net

Inventones for sale or use
Prepaid expenses and deferred dwges e
Land, builiings, and equipment: cost or other

basia. Complote Part Vi of ScheduleD ... .. | 10a

51,000,

jojoleia

Y

Less: accumulated depreciation . . | |10b

‘o|el|~je i

10¢

Investments - publicly traded securities .

Investments - other securtties. See Past [V, line 11
Investmenis - programvrelated. See Part IV, line 11
Other assgets. Soe Part N Iine 11

Liabilitles

I Net Assets or Fund Balances I

LBRLE

7
18

Nsd
BR283

BRBB

BBy

12

3

14

51,000,

TYotal assots. Add lines 1 through 15 {must gual ine 34} . s
Wlsmyabbnndnocmademnm N e
Grants psyable _

Deferred reverue o

Tax-exempt bond nablmles . .

Escrow or custodial account liabllity. COIl\ploto Pan IV ot Sd\adulo D
Payables to cument and former officers, directors, trustees, koy employess,
highest compensated employees, and disqualified persons. Complste Part |
of Schedule L. . .. ... [P
Secured mortgages and notes pnyablo to unnlaled lhlrd panhs

Unsacured notes and loans payabie to unrelated third parties

Other labrlities. Complete Part X of Schedule D ,

Yotal liabliities. Add (nes 17 through 25

17

20,000,

uaa.-
- ©|®

lwfejspn- .

Ovganizations that follow SFAS 117, check here P> T lndeomplm
lines 27 through 28, and lines 33 and 4.
Unrestricted net assets ) e
Temporanly restricted net assets |
Permansntly restricted net assets .
Organizations that do not follow SFAS 111. ehoek hn P Eil and
complete lines 30 through 34.

Capital stock or trust principal, or curvent funds .

Pald-n or capital surplus, or land, building, or equipment fund

Retained eamings, endowment, accumulated incoms, or other funds
Total net assets or fund balances _ ... ... ..

Total liabiities and net assets/fund balanées .

20,000,

e[afulels . [sfsy
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* Form 990 (2010 COMMISSION ON HOPE, GROWTH & OPPORTUNITY

| Part XI] Reconclliation of Net Assets

Check if Schedule O contains a responis to any question i this Part XI @_
1 Yotal revenue {must equal Part Viil, colunmn (A), ine 12) | 1 4,801,000.
2 Total expenses (must equal Part IX, column (A}, ine 25) 2 4,770,:000%
3 Revenue less expenses. Subtract line 2 fromline1 3. 31,000
4 Natasmsorwwmatbegmlngotyaa:(nustoquawanx.unoas eourmw) 4. 0.
5§  Other changes In net assets or fund balances (explain i Scheduls O) ) 0.
6 Netassmwlundwmmndofyw Combine fines 3; 4, andS(mustogya!Pnnx.ﬂnoaa cclumn(a)) [ 31,000
[PartXIl Financial Statements and Reporting’ ' ”
Chisck if Schatuls O contiins a response to-any question in tis Part L. .- ... ... ]
’ Yes| No ~
1 Accounting mathod used to prepare the Form 880: [X] cash [ J Accruat [ other T
If the organlzation changed rts method of accounting from a prior year ar checked *Other,* explain in Schedule O. - .
2a Weré thd organization's financlal stataments complled o reviewed by an independent accountant? | 29 X
b Were tha arganization's financial statements audited by an independent acoountant? o 2 X
o | *Yss’ to (ine 2a or 2b, does the organization have a committee that assumes mponslblllly lor ovemlght oﬂha nudn.
review, or compllaton of its financlal statements and salection of an independent accountant? _ | I A
If the organization changed either its oversight process or selection process durng the tax yw, oxplaln In Sd'\edub 0
d If "Yes" o line 2a or 2b, check a box below to indicate whether the financial statements for the year ware issuad on a
arate bas!s, consoldated basts, or both:
Separatebasis ] Consolkiated basis [ Both consoiidated and separate basis
3a As a resutt of.a federal award, was the organization required o undergo an audit or audits as set forth in the Single Audit ]
Act and OMB Circular A-1337 . .| 8a X
b If “Yes,” did the organization undorgo |ho uqulrad audt or audns? Il lho olgunlubu\ dld not undergo me mqulur.l nudn
oF: audlts, expiain why In Schodulo O and'describe any steps taken to undomo guchaddts. .. ... .. ... e Dl .. |
Form 890 (2010)
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